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Create an elegant card featuring a 
vintage-inspired Message in a Bottle design with 
delicate florals and a turtle detail. The project 
combines gold embossing with soft 
watercoloured backgrounds in pink, blue and 
green tones to create a sophisticated, 
dimensional layered card. This guide showcases 
embossing techniques and watercolour layering 
for a beautiful handmade greeting card.
From our live show Create and Craft TV - 
IMALA LAUNCH SHOW - Join Carley Duff - 
Broadcast 27th May 24 (27 May 2024) - watch it 
from 46:00.
WHAT YOU WILL NEED

• Imala - A5 Stamp - Message in a Bottle - 
250424H

STEP 1

Apply green dye ink to an acrylic block, 
covering the surface evenly to create your 
background colour.
Watch this step: 46:00 into the show

STEP 2

Spray water over the inked block to create a 
watercolour effect. The water will blend and 
soften the pink ink on the white cardstock.
Watch this step: 46:15 into the show

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/how-to-guides
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide-images/g495-finished-e0414d.jpg
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide-images/g495-1-67e6e4.jpg
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide-images/g495-2-4b5cf0.jpg


STEP 3

Press white card stock 
onto the wet inked block to 
transfer the green 
watercoloured background. 
Ensure even pressure across 
the entire surface for 
complete coverage.
Watch this step: 46:30 into 
the show

STEP 4

Allow the stamped and 
embossed background to 
dry completely before 
proceeding to the next 
step.
Watch this step: 46:45 into 
the show

STEP 5

Stamp the Message in a 
Bottle turtle image onto 
white card stock using 
clear embossing ink.
Watch this step: 47:00 into 
the show

STEP 6

Sprinkle gold embossing 
powder over the wet 
embossing ink, ensuring 
the stamped image is fully 
covered.
Watch this step: 47:15 into 
the show

STEP 7

Heat the embossing 
powder with a heat gun, 
moving it over the stamped 
image until the powder 
melts and becomes shiny 
and raised.
Watch this step: 47:30 into 
the show

STEP 8

Colour the embossed 
image with alcohol markers 
or watercolours, working 
carefully within the 
embossed lines to add 
depth and detail to the 
design.
Watch this step: 47:45 into 
the show
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STEP 9

Add additional decorative 
paper layers in 
complementary colours. 
Smoosh them onto the 
background using ink to 
adhere and blend the layers 
together.
Watch this step: 48:15 into 
the show

STEP 10

Using a fan brush, add 
lustre gold confetti ink 
accents across the 
background layers of your 
card.
Watch this step: 48:45 into 
the show

STEP 11

Mount the embossed and 
coloured turtle image onto 
the layered background 
using tape runner or glue. 
Position it centrally on the 
card front to complete your 
design.
Watch this step: 49:15 into 
the show

STEP 12

TIPS FROM THE SHOW
• Embossing first 
encapsulates your colour 
work, so you won't be 
scared to add colour 
afterwards.
• The embossed lines 
create natural reservoirs 
that guide your colouring 
and help you stay within 
the image.
• You can make the card 
look vintage or fresh 
depending on your colour 
choices and layering 
techniques.
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PRODUCTS USED

Inspiration with out frustration - we have carefully curated all of the products used in this project to assist you 
in your creative journey. Click on the product images to find their availability from Stamps By Me.

IMALA - A5 STAMP - MESSAGE IN A 
BOTTLE - 250424H

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/product/imala---a5-stamp---message-in-a-bottle---250424h
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/tv-schedule


MORE INSPIRATION

Looking for more ideas using this product? Here's a selection of gallery makes, videos and guides featuring 
it from across the site - click any image to see it in full.

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/video/one-day-special---join-toni-for-her-brand-new-launch---broadcast-3rd-october-2025
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/?signup=uk


VIDEOS

Watch the full show: Create and Craft 
TV - IMALA LAUNCH SHOW - Join 
Carley Duff - Broadcast 27th May 24

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/my-telly-ondemand?id=816&t=2760
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/search?sbm=only&seach_type_products=yes&q=dye+inks
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/unique-stamps/stamps-by-me-lamination-


MORE HOW TO GUIDES JUST FOR YOU

Still Fabulous Dolly Card with Hair 
Detail and Paper Piecing

Sweethearts Couple Card with 
Coloured Background

Escape the Ordinary Street Scene with 
Masked Character

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide?id=492
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide?id=493
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide?id=494
mailto:?subject=Thought%20you%27d%20love%20this%3A%20%22Message%20in%20a%20Bottle%20Embossed%20Card%20with%20Watercolour%22%20%E2%80%93%20free%20step-by-step%20guide%20-%20From%20Stamps%20By%20Me&body=Hi%2C%0D%0A%0D%0AI%20found%20this%20step-by-step%20project%20from%20a%20How%20To%20Craft%20Network%20live%20show%20and%20thought%20of%20you%20%E2%80%93%0D%0A%22Message%20in%20a%20Bottle%20Embossed%20Card%20with%20Watercolour%22%0D%0A%0D%0AIt%27s%20free%20to%20download%20and%20walks%20through%20the%20whole%20project%2C%20with%20the%20moment%20in%20the%20show%20for%20each%20step.%0D%0A%0D%0AGrab%20it%20here%3A%0D%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk%2Fshow-guide-pdf%3Fid%3D495%0D%0A%0D%0AHappy%20crafting%21%0D%0A

