
Dimensional Bow with Watercolour and Pencil...
28 OCTOBER 2024

Create an elegant three-dimensional bow 
embellishment using layered white card stock 
enhanced with shimmering metallic watercolours 
and gold confetti ink. This technique 
demonstrates how to add realistic depth and 
dimension using pencil shading to create shadow 
effects, eliminating the need for foam pads whilst 
maintaining a low profile perfect for posting. The 
finished bow features beautiful pink tones with a 
polka dot pattern and hand-drawn shadows that 
bring the design to life.
From our live show MY PODCAST - Catch my 
latest updates broadcast October 28th 
October 2024 (28 October 2024) - watch it from 
45:00.
WHAT YOU WILL NEED
See the show for everything used.

STEP 1

Cut out three bow pieces from white card 
using your die-cutting machine.
Watch this step: 46:15 into the show

STEP 2

Cut out the small centre piece from the 
die-cut bow shape. This creates the shadow 
detail that will add dimension to your finished 
bow.
Watch this step: 47:30 into the show
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STEP 3

Mix gold confetti ink with 
metallic watercolours and 
water to create a shimmery 
base colour. Apply the 
mixture to the card panel to 
create a textured, shimmery 
background.
Watch this step: 52:00 into 
the show

STEP 4

Using a paintbrush, apply 
the darkest colour mixture 
(the iridescent pink ink) to 
the largest bow piece. Paint 
evenly across the entire 
surface of the bow.
Watch this step: 54:00 into 
the show

STEP 5

Paint the middle bow piece 
with a lighter version of the 
pink by adding more water 
to dilute the colour. Apply 
the diluted watercolour to 
create a softer tone on this 
section.
Watch this step: 57:15 into 
the show

STEP 6

Using the lightest pink 
watercolour, paint the top 
bow piece. Create a gradient 
effect by applying more 
colour at one end and 
blending it out to lighter at the 
other end.
Watch this step: 59:00 into 
the show

STEP 7

Allow all the pink butterfly 
and bow pieces to dry 
completely before 
proceeding to the next 
step.
Watch this step: 1:00:15 into 
the show

STEP 8

Layer the three pink bow 
pieces together with the 
largest piece at the bottom 
and the smallest piece on 
top. Align them centrally to 
create a dimensional bow 
effect.
Watch this step: 1:02:15 into 
the show
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STEP 9

Use a fine-tipped white gel 
pen to add decorative 
spots across the pink bow. 
Include half-spots along the 
edges for added realism and 
dimension.
Watch this step: 1:04:00 into 
the show

STEP 10

Using a grey pencil, very 
lightly outline the edges of 
the pink bow to create a 
subtle shadow effect. Work 
around the bow's contours, 
not filling in all areas 
completely, to give the 
impression of dimension.
Watch this step: 1:08:30 into 
the show

STEP 11

Gently erase the pencil 
lines to leave just a subtle 
shadow suggestion 
beneath the bow. Use light 
strokes to avoid damaging 
the watercoloured surface 
whilst removing the pencil 
marks.
Watch this step: 1:09:45 into 
the show

STEP 12

TIPS FROM THE SHOW
• Create a gradient by 
going from light to dark as 
you layer the bow pieces 
from top to bottom.
• Use half-spots and 
half-moons when adding 
decorative details to make 
them look more realistic.
• A grey pencil line around 
the edges creates the 
illusion of dimension 
without needing foam 
pads, which is useful for 
keeping postage costs 
down.
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MORE INSPIRATION

Looking for more ideas using this product? Here's a selection of gallery makes, videos and guides featuring 
it from across the site - click any image to see it in full.

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/?signup=uk
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/tv-schedule


VIDEOS

Watch the full show: MY PODCAST - 
Catch my latest updates broadcast 
October 28th October 2024

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/my-telly-ondemand?id=871&t=2700
mailto:?subject=Thought%20you%27d%20love%20this%3A%20%22Dimensional%20Bow%20with%20Watercolour%20and%20Pencil%20Shadow%20Effect%22%20%E2%80%93%20free%20step-by-step%20guide%20-%20From%20Stamps%20By%20Me&body=Hi%2C%0D%0A%0D%0AI%20found%20this%20step-by-step%20project%20from%20a%20How%20To%20Craft%20Network%20live%20show%20and%20thought%20of%20you%20%E2%80%93%0D%0A%22Dimensional%20Bow%20with%20Watercolour%20and%20Pencil%20Shadow%20Effect%22%0D%0A%0D%0AIt%27s%20free%20to%20download%20and%20walks%20through%20the%20whole%20project%2C%20with%20the%20moment%20in%20the%20show%20for%20each%20step.%0D%0A%0D%0AGrab%20it%20here%3A%0D%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk%2Fshow-guide-pdf%3Fid%3D401%0D%0A%0D%0AHappy%20crafting%21%0D%0A
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/unique-stamps/stamps-by-me-lamination-
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/video/one-day-special---join-toni-for-her-brand-new-launch---broadcast-3rd-october-2025

