
Distressed Wooden Crate with Finger Wax and
White Ink

A PROJECT FROM OUR LIVE SHOW  -  HSN PRODUCT INSPIRATION  -  27 OCTOBER 2026

THE FINISHED PROJECT

ABOUT THIS PROJECT

Create a stunning decorative card featuring a 

majestic stag surrounded by pine trees in natural 

woodland tones. This project demonstrates multiple 

distressing and inking techniques on wooden crate 

embellishments, including brown ink, water 

activation, gold finger wax, and white ink to achieve 

a beautifully aged, rustic finish. The finished piece 

showcases how versatile stamping and mixed media 

techniques can transform simple components into 

eye-catching dimensional artwork.

From the show: HSN Product Inspiration

Shown: 27 October 2026

The project starts: 1:16:00 into the show

In this guide: 8 steps, a photo for every step

WATCH IT ON THE SHOW

COMING UP LIVE ON HOW TO CRAFT NETWORK

The Thursday Drop
THURSDAY 29 OCTOBER
6pm UK  /  2pm EASTERN  /  11am PACIFIC

WATCH FREE ON MY TELLY

?
STUCK ON A STEP? ASK TONI
Ask Toni on our website about any project, product or technique from the show.
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STEP BY STEP

1
STEP 1 OF 8

Swipe a brown ink pad directly across the embossed wooden crate 
pieces to create a rustic, distressed appearance. Work the ink 

across the textured surface to highlight the wood grain effect.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  1:16:00

2
STEP 2 OF 8

Flick water onto the stamped crate image to activate the ink. Dab 

gently with a tissue to lift some of the ink and create a weathered, 

distressed effect.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  1:17:00

3
STEP 3 OF 8

Apply grey and blue Distress Ink pads to a second wooden crate 
piece to create a seashore or driftwood effect. Work the ink across 

the wood grain to build up the weathered appearance.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  1:18:00
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4
STEP 4 OF 8

Activate the grey and blue inks by flicking water onto the stamped 
basket. Dab gently with tissue to blend the colours together, creating a 

distressed, weathered effect.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  1:19:00

5
STEP 5 OF 8

Tap gold finger wax onto a piece of scrap card to remove excess. 
Swipe your finger across the kraft card crate to apply a gold sheen to 

the surface.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  1:19:45

6
STEP 6 OF 8

Using your gold wax-coated finger, rub across the embossed 
details of the black wooden crate to highlight the texture. The gold 

will catch on the raised areas, creating a distressed metallic effect.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  1:20:30
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7
STEP 7 OF 8

Dip a white ink pad directly onto the black wooden crate to create 
a bold, contrasting finish. Press the ink pad onto the surface in a 

dabbing motion to achieve the desired distressed effect.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  1:21:00

8
STEP 8 OF 8

Swipe a white ink pad across the embossed details of the fourth crate to 

highlight the texture and create a clean, elegant finish.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  1:21:45

TIPS FROM THE SHOW

• Tap off excess finger wax onto scrap card before applying to your project to avoid over-application.

• White ink pad works beautifully to highlight embossed details and create a luxurious appearance on 

dark card.

MORE FREE STEP-BY-STEP GUIDES
1,548 projects from our live shows,
every step photographed.

SEE THEM ALL
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MORE FROM THIS SHOW

FULL SHOW

Watch the full show: HSN Product
Inspiration

WATCH NOW >

SAME SHOW

Layered Pansy Stencil Card with
Wooden Crate

FREE GUIDE >

Woodland Wildlife Stag Card with
Stencil Masking and Distress...

FREE GUIDE >
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