
Steampunk Distress Ink Layered Background
A PROJECT FROM OUR LIVE SHOW  -  BRAND SHOWCASE  -  20 JANUARY 2023

THE FINISHED PROJECT

ABOUT THIS PROJECT

Create a stunning vintage steampunk background 

featuring a fantastical airship design with warm 

yellow and antique tones. Using distress inks in 

antique linen and coordinating colours, you'll build 

up layers to achieve an aged, industrial aesthetic. 

This technique produces a beautifully faded 

background perfect for steampunk-themed cards 

and crafts.

From the show: Brand Showcase

Shown: 20 January 2023

The project starts: 44:45 into the show

In this guide: 4 steps

WATCH IT ON THE SHOW

STEP BY STEP

1
STEP 1 OF 4

Apply a very pale antique linen distress ink across your white cardstock 

using a stamp platform, building up the colour gradually with light layers.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  44:45
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2
STEP 2 OF 4

Using the same pale gold ink, stamp the steampunk images multiple times across the white 
background. Vary the placement to create a layered, faded effect with the images overlapping.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  45:15

3
STEP 3 OF 4

Allow the ink to dry between applications to build up the vintage, 
aged appearance. Continue stamping and layering the steampunk 

images across the white cardstock, varying the ink colours and stamp 

positions to create depth and interest.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  45:45

4
STEP 4 OF 4

Layer your steampunk images and sentiments on top of the prepared background card. 
Position the die-cut elements and stamped pieces to create your desired composition, building up 

the layers for dimension.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  46:30

TIPS FROM THE SHOW

• Distress inks work best when applied in multiple light layers rather than one heavy application.

• Pale colours like antique linen create a vintage, faded look that suits steampunk designs.

• You can use any light ink pad from your stash to achieve a similar effect if you don't have distress 

inks.

COMING UP LIVE ON HOW TO CRAFT NETWORK

Friday Live
FRIDAY 23 OCTOBER
6pm UK  /  1pm EASTERN  /  10am PACIFIC

WATCH FREE ON MY TELLY
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MORE FROM THIS SHOW

FULL SHOW

Watch the full show: Brand
Showcase

WATCH NOW >

SAME SHOW

Ombré Background with Gel
Medium and Spray Ink

FREE GUIDE >

SAME SHOW

Alice in Wonderland Journaling
Page with Mixed Stamps

FREE GUIDE >

SAME SHOW

Steampunk Brusho Ink Background
Card

FREE GUIDE >

SAME SHOW

Sheep Stencil Layering Card with
Sentiments

FREE GUIDE >

Garden Scene Card with Hanging
Baskets and Pattern Paper

FREE GUIDE >

?
STUCK ON A STEP? ASK TONI
Ask Toni on our website about any project, product or technique from the show.

MORE FREE STEP-BY-STEP GUIDES
1,259 projects from our live shows,
every step photographed.

SEE THEM ALL
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